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Chairman’s Report
This has been my first year as Chairman of Wetherby Choral Society. It’s a privilege to look back on what has been a year of transition, fresh energy, and magnificent music-making.
Stepping into this role following Heather’s dedicated leadership was both an honour and a challenge, but thanks to the incredible support of our Committee, our choir members, and our music team, the Society has continued to flourish and reach new heights.  
This past 2025–2026 season marked the start of an exciting new chapter for Wetherby Choral Society as we welcomed our new Music Director, Charlie Murray. Charlie has brought immense enthusiasm, fresh vision, and meticulous musicianship to our rehearsals, and it has been a delight to see the choir respond so warmly and dynamically to his leadership.
One of the best things about being part of Wetherby Choral Society is the experience of participating in a fantastic range of choral music, supported by professional musicians, and in front of an appreciative audience.  Our concert season once again demonstrated the fantastic range and ambition that our choir has become known for.  
We opened our season under Charlie's direction with an inspiring performance of Haydn’s beautiful oratorio Creation, setting a confident, uplifting benchmark for the year ahead, and tributes from many in the audience including from John Dunford, who commented that we ‘sounded 10 years younger than I remember’!  
This was followed in December by Handel’s Messiah, which remains the beating heart of our Christmas tradition in Wetherby. Once again, we performed to a packed, enthusiastic audience, affirming just how deeply this tradition is cherished by our local community.
In March Charlie challenged us to a new adventure: performing two Magnificats, the first by CPE Bach and the second by a young composer, Oliver Tarney, who travelled to Wetherby from Winchester in February to co-lead one of our rehearsals.  This piece took many of us well outside our comfort zone, and not everyone was keen, especially at first.  But several choir members commented after the performance that with the orchestra and soloists joining us, it all came together and made sense.  And some of the considerable feedback from our audience – eg ‘spine tingling and ethereal’, ‘hauntingly beautiful’, ‘an experience that will live long in my memory’ - was phenomenal.  
We closed our year on a high note with Rossini’s Petite Messe Solennelle, celebrating the joy of singing together and bringing our season to a triumphant finale.
Once again, we have pursued a number of fundraising and social activities alongside our music-making.  All that helps us bond as a choir and get to know each other better – and have fun together.  This year we held a successful autumn produce sale, and a magnificent spring plant sale.  As in previous years, one high spot was the wonderful quiz organised by Anne Sweet and her team.  A unique fundraising highlight this year was your sponsorship of Stuart Archbold’s journey to Ukraine with the Yorkshire Aid Convoy, in an ambulance donated by his company.  Stuart generously matched every donation £ for £ with a donation to choir funds, raising well over our target of £1000.
To all of you who worked so hard to help to organise these events, thank you so much.  You are amazing!   
As always, Wetherby Choral Society continues to punch well above its weight. Putting on four major concert performances a year, supported by orchestras and professional soloists, is a remarkable achievement for a choir in a small town such as Wetherby. None of this would be possible without the tireless dedication of our members, the hard work of our Committee, and the constant generosity of those who support our fundraising efforts.  
I would like to thank Heather for working so hard during her years as Chairman to create such strong foundations for the choir to continue to thrive.  Special thanks this year go to Malcolm, who continues to work so hard – and effectively - to keep everyone informed, and to keep yours truly on the straight and narrow; and to Christopher who has been kind enough to take on the role of Treasurer, building on the strong foundations created by Kathy Hart. And to committee members Kate Auld, Sarah Lane, Estelle Stanley and Catherine Cuthbertson, who have been flexible and willing to step up to a whole range of challenges.   
My heartfelt thanks go to everyone—singers, committee members, helpers, and our audience—who makes Wetherby Choral Society such a vibrant and rewarding community to be a part of.  Here is to another wonderful year of live music-making!
For endorsement: appointment of new President of Wetherby Choral Society 
Malcolm Spencer, the founder of WCS, was President of the Society for many years.  Since his passing last year we have not had a President. However, it is the view of myself and fellow Committee members that we should invite John Dunford to become our honorary President, in acknowledgment of his enormous contribution over 32 years.  

There are no particular responsibilities associated with the position of President; it is an honorary position to be mentioned on our website and concert material where appropriate.  Ideally it would be someone who could occasionally be called on for advice, but this is not compulsory.  

I have sounded John out informally as to whether he would wish to be appointed as our President, and his response was that he would see it as an honour.  He would not see it as changing anything in his relationship with the Society, and he would remain happy to offer advice and help out from time to time as he has done since his retirement.  

I would be grateful for choir members’ endorsement of this proposal. 
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