Dear Malcolm Smith, 

I hope you won't mind me writing to you. I would be very grateful if you would circulate my attachment above to Wetherby Choral Society members. My name is Fiona Thompson.  Janet Kelsey and I set up Château Singing Holidays in 2019 and once a year, in May or June, we arrange a singing holiday in France. We stay at a beautiful château hotel, learn wonderful music together under expert tuition and perform a concert in an ancient church or cathedral.  This year's course runs from Wednesday June 3 to Sunday June 7. 
   I'm writing to you because we're especially seeking a few more strong basses and tenors for this year's course. A very good friend of mine, and a recent recruit to Wetherby Choral Society's  second sopranos, Kay Aldington, tells me Wetherby has some excellent basses and tenors (and, of course, sopranos and altos!) Kay has been on practically all of our CSHs so will happily answer any questions. And your excellent accompanist, Will Campbell, knows Janet and the group as he was our course and concert accompanist at our CSH in October 2021 in Skipton! (The explanation for Skipton is in the brochure). Janet is a Yorkshire girl and, although most of the CSH singers live in Norfolk, many have northern roots. 
   Although I'm primarily seeking basses (and a tenor or two) we do have one or two spaces left for altos or sops. So if you were able to circulate my brochure to the full choir that would be a great help. 
   Please don't hesitate to get in touch with any questions you may have. Or if you want to come! 

Thank you for listening and all best wishes,

Fiona  (Thompson)


Château Singing Holidays
Deep in the heart of France

Singet dem Herrn is the title of the Château Singing Holidays June 2026 course. Bach’s motet is described by John Eliot Gardiner as the meatiest, most technically demanding of Bach’s double choir motets and the most secular, dance-impregnated vocal music Bach ever wrote.  How exciting! Applications to join this year’s workshop are now open and, as always, we’re keen to welcome both singers who have come on previous CSHs and newcomers joining the very friendly and welcoming group. This will be CSH’s sixth event in France, following a highly successful debut with Pergolesi in Poitiers in July 2019, The Glory of Bach in May 2022, Lux Aeterna in May 2023, Exultate Deo in May 2024 and Pacem in May 2025. Covid thwarted tours in 2020 and 2021 but we broke the pandemic singing hiatus with Singing in the Dales in Yorkshire in October 2021. Our ethos for the France holidays doesn’t change: stay at a beautiful château hotel with other like-minded singers, learn some wonderful music together under expert tuition and share the thrill of a concert performance in an exquisite church.  And enjoy fabulous food, fun and friendship along the way. 
Our 2026 course will run from Wednesday June 3 to Sunday June 7. We are returning for our fifth 
stay at the fine Château du Clos de la Ribaudiére in the delightful town of Chasseneuil-du-Poitou, 7k N of Poitiers. The town is on the River Clain in the Nouvelle-Aquitaine region.

Janet Kelsey, the consummate music professional, will lead the workshops. Janet, resident in France since 2019, is a patient and generous teacher and a choral director of distinction. She has the remarkable ability to get singers to achieve their peak performance while having great fun – not always a given. As a member of the professional quintet Voices in Concert, Janet sang in cathedrals and National Trust houses and as a member of Yorkshire Bach Choir she recorded all of the Bach motets. As director of Fakenham Choral Society for eleven seasons she conducted many major works including Verdi Requiem, Mozart Mass in C Minor, Britten St Nicolas (with Ian Partridge), Purcell Dido and Aeneas, Will Todd Mass in Blue and Orff Carmina Burana. Janet taught at Gresham’s School in Norfolk for many years and is now the musical director of Chorale Sinfonia de Civray. She is also a highly experienced voice teacher.   

The brilliant David Saint will return for the fifth time as accompanist. David is organist and director of music at Saint Chad’s Metropolitan Cathedral in Birmingham. He served as principal of Birmingham Conservatoire until 2015 and is an emeritus professor of Birmingham City University. David served as a trustee and chair of the Royal College of Organists and is now an honorary life member. 
 
At the heart of the course is a glorious miscellany of music. Bach Singet dem Herrn ein neues Lied will head the list, followed by Rachmaninov Bogoroditse Devo, Hedges A Manger Carol, Henry VIII’s Pastime with Good Company, Handel Zadok the Priest, Tavener Song for Athene, Forbes-L’Estrange Drop, Drop, Slow Tears, Howells A Spotless Rose, Jenkins Benedictus, Ravel Trois Chansons and ending with the traditional spiritual Down by the Riverside arr:O’Connell.
Participants should be experienced choral singers who read music well and will arrive knowing their notes. There will be little time for note bashing but don’t worry, learning resources are widely available. The standard is expected to be very high. The course is open to c40 singers and Janet will make the final decision based on a balance of voices. 

The majority of singers fly with Ryanair from Stansted to France.  We will fly to La Rochelle, as we did last year, and travel to the hotel by coach, arriving c4.30 - 5pm on Wednesday, June 3. We will have an 
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introductory singing workshop at the hotel once people have checked in, then share a welcoming dinner together. Of course any participant may choose to make alternative travel arrangements, driving or travelling by Eurostar. There are numerous TGV trains from Paris to Poitiers daily. 
All our singing workshops will be held in the auditorium of the Moulin d’Anguitard, a light and airy cultural centre about five minutes’ walk from the hotel. Workshops will be held on Thursday, Friday and Saturday mornings from 10am – 12.30pm.  Afternoons will be free for excursions, a spa visit, walks, a swim in the hotel’s outdoor pool or just relaxing.  Thursday and Friday tea-time workshops will run from 4.30 to 6pm to consolidate the morning’s work and some additional sectional rehearsals may be called. It’s hard to resist a welcoming drink on the comfy chairs on the terrace before we all go in for dinner together each night at long tables in a private dining room.  
Late afternoon on Saturday we will perform our celebratory concert in the beautiful church of Saint Nicolas  in Civray, followed by our final dinner. On Sunday, after checking out mid-morning, our coach will take us to a restaurant for our farewell lunch, then on to the airport for our flight home.
The Hotel
The Château du Clos de la Ribaudiére lies on the banks of the River Clain. Built in the late 18C, this charming 4 Star hotel, with large gardens, terrace and outdoor pool, stresses comfort, elegance and tranquillity. The hotel has 41 rooms and a gourmet restaurant, La Table du Clos, offering the best regional and seasonal produce. Each en-suite room has free wi-fi, flat screen TV, a mini bar (useful for keeping fresh milk and other goodies) and an espresso coffee making/boiling water machine. The hotel’s Le Clos Spa offers a wide variety of treatments including massages and facials “to relax, restore, detoxify and soothe!”  The hotel is right in the centre of the town of Chasseneuil-du-Poitou. Just steps away are a boulangerie, a Co-op supermarket, Tabac, a bar and café, Poste, Tourist Office and a hairdresser. There are lovely walks in a park alongside the river.
The Music
A free booklet of all the music will be provided in advance.      
Travel

Participants will be responsible for booking their own flights. Ryanair flies from Stansted to La Rochelle on Wednesday, June 3, Flight RK 8746, departing at 11.20 and arriving at 13.55 local time, a one and a half hour flight. The return Ryanair flight FR 2480 from Poitiers to Stansted leaves Poitiers on Sunday, June 7, at 16.05 local time, arriving at Stansted at 16.30. The earlier you book, the cheaper the flights. 

CSH does not provide insurance so if you find, for whatever reason, that you are unable to go, we cannot reimburse you, so we strongly advise singers to take out their own travel and health insurance and to check exactly what it covers.  

Payment

The cost for the five day, four night singing holiday is £785 per person, based on two sharing. This will include transfers from and to the airports, accommodation, breakfast and dinner for four nights (including unlimited wine, mineral water and soft drinks with dinner, plus coffee or tea), local city tax, all tuition, the music booklet, rehearsal venue costs, the fee to perform in the concert church and coach travel to and from the concert venue. Any lunches and drinks at the hotel, apart from wine at dinner, are to be paid separately by each singer. And we each pay for our farewell lunch. 
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The price of the holiday for a singer having sole use of a double/twin room is £940. For three singers sharing a room the cost is £735 per person. These prices are just £5 - £10 up on the 2025 rates and represent excellent value compared with many other singing courses. Non singing partners are very welcome at a cost of £625. 

A £150 deposit per person will be due when applying, with the balance due six weeks before arrival in France. The deposit should be transferred to CSH, sort code 20-17-20, account number 23654273. The 
£150 would be returned if we had, say, a surfeit of applicants from one particular voice part. 

To Apply

Initially, please email Fiona Thompson to say you wish to come. Then please fill in the attached application form and either scan or photo it then email it to ft.am@btinternet.com or post to me at Bob’s Cottage, Blakeney Road, Hindringham Norfolk NR21 0BU as soon as possible. The earlier you apply, the more likely you are to secure a place. 

Any general queries please email Fiona at ft.am@btinternet.com or phone 07979 400139 or 01328 830639. For any specific musical questions, please email Janet Kelsey on prjkkelsey@aol.com

                                                                                                                                                                 January  1, 2026









                                                Please scroll down for application form





                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
Château Singing Holidays
Singet dem Herrn    
3 - 7 June 2026
Application form:  
Name …………………………………………………………………………………………………………...
Address …………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………….Postcode ……………………..
Telephone: mobile ………………………………………landline ……………………………………
Email address ………………………………………………………………………………………………..
I would like to book a (please circle) 
* twin/double room sharing with....................................................................... 
* sole use of a double/twin room……………………………………………………………………
* room sharing with two others …………………………………&………………………………..
Please list your sharer’s/sharers’ name/s but each person needs to apply separately.
I am a (please circle):    Soprano      Alto       Tenor       Bass 
Please now circle if you are a:    First        Second    or    Don’t mind
Choir(s) I sing with now ……………………………………………………………………………………..
Other information about your singing ie: exams taken/stage work……………………..
 …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...
Any special dietary requirements/food allergies ……………………………………………..…..
Other requirements (ground floor/bath/ walk in shower)……………………………………….. ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...

Please scan or photo then email this form to ft.am@btinternet.com or post to Fiona Thompson, Bob’s Cottage, Blakeney Road, Hindringham Norfolk NR21 0BU as soon as possible. The earlier you apply, the more likely you will get a place. Janet Kelsey will make the final decision based on a balance of voices.                          
The £150 deposit should be paid direct into the Château Singing Holidays (CSH) account: sort code 20-17-20 account number 23654273. When paying online, please give CSH and your surname as the reference. 
